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cock introduces him as *Mr Toogood, the co-operation£st, who
will have neither righting nor praying; but wants to parcel out the
world into squares like a chess-board, with a community on
each, raising everything for one another, with a great steam-
engine to serve them in common for tailor and hosier, kitchen
and cook.3 When everybody is advancing a scheme to regenerate
the  world,  Mr  Toogood   says:   'Build  a  grand  co-operative
parallelogram, with a steam-engine in the middle for a maid of
all work.' Owen's 'parallelograms' were a general subject for
laughter, and were not taken seriously except by a very few
people. As a matter of fact, apart from all other difficulties,
the financial obstacles were insuperable. He himself estimated
the cost of starting an establishment for 1,200 men, women, and
children  at  £96,000.  True,  once  started  it  was  to  be  self-
supporting and to pay interest on the capital invested. But who
was going to regenerate mankind at a cost of £80 per head?
The thing might be tried experimentally on a small scale, but as
a cure for the ills of the nation it was clearly out of the question.
Owen did not fail for lack of skill in securing the right kind of
publicity. He formed a committee containing most of the im-
portant personages; he received encouragement from the Govern-
ment; and he induced The Times and other leading newspapers
to write in his praise and to insert articles by him. Whenever
they  did  so,  he  purchased  30,000  copies  for  distribution—
which may possibly have influenced them in his favour.
He did not claim originality for his Plan. He himself main-
tained that priority belonged to a writer named John Bellers, who
published, in 1696, a pamphlet called Proposals for raising A
College of Industry of all useful Trades and Husbandry, etc. It
is probable that he also owed something to a community of
Rappkes in Pennysylvania. His enemies said that his ideas were
much the same as those of Thomas Spence, who held that the
land belonged to the people, and ought not to be left in private
ownership. Thomas Spence, whether or not his ideas contributed
to Owen's, is a man who deserved to be remembered. He was
born in 1750, and died in 1814; from the year 1775 onwards, and
throughout the worst period of the anti-Jacobin reaction, he
continued to advocate the nationalization of the land, first in
Newcastle, and then as a bookseller in Chancery Lane. He was
led to his opinions by an incident which occurred in Newcastle
in 1775. The Corporation enclosed and let part of the Town
Moor, but the freemen brought an action claiming the rent, and

